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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

Welcome to the first issue of 2018! I hope everyone had a
relaxing holiday. Thank you to each and every one of you
for your splendid efforts to make this such an enjoyable
and successful place to work.

My thanks once again to Dr. Denise Belsham for her
numerous key contributions in her role as Vice-Chair
Academic. As many of you know, Denise has recently
stepped down from this role to focus her efforts on
teaching, research and enterprise. I wish her every
success in these key areas.

I am extremely pleased to announce that I have a new Senior Executive in place
effective January 1%, 2018. These are all highly experienced individuals, and I look
very much forward to working with everyone this coming year.

Dr. Michelle French and Dr. Lu-Yang Wang are the new Vice-Chairs, Academic,
and will be joining Dr. Scott Heximer who remains the Vice-Chair, Research.
Michelle will be handling all aspects of our Undergraduate education programs and
Lu will be managing the Graduate portion of our education programs. I am grateful
to both Michelle and Lu for their willingness to serve in these extremely important
leadership positions.

Dr. Steven Prescott is the new Platform leader of the Neuroscience Platform. Our
sincere thanks and gratitude to Dr. Wang who has done a tremendous job in this
position for 7 years.



Dr. Nohjin Kee is the new Undergraduate Coordinator. Our sincere thanks and
gratitude to Dr. French who has done a fantastic job overseeing Physiology’s
undergraduate teaching program.

I would also like to announce that I have formalized the Chair’'s Strategic Group
Committee which will be advisory to the Chair with regard to the department’s
mission and strategic planning. Membership composition: Graham Collingridge
(Chair), Michelle French, Scott Heximer, Steve Matthews, Bev Orser, Mike
Wheeler.

The Chair’s Executive Committee will now comprise:
« Graham Collingridge (Chair)
+ Scott Heximer (Vice-Chair, Research)
* Michelle French (Vice-Chair, Acad. Undergraduate)
« Lu-Yang Wang (Vice-Chair, Acad. Graduate)
* Nohjin Kee (Undergraduate Coordinator)
« Zhong-Ping Feng (Graduate Coordinator)

+ Doug Tweed (Graduate Coordinator)

+ Steve Matthews (International)
« Alison Buchan (Prof. MSc, Program, Chair, Internal Grants Cttee)

+ Steven Prescott (Neuro Platform Head)
« Anthony Gramolini (Cardio & Resp Platform Head)
« Andrea Jurisicova (Repro & Develop Platform Head)
+ Mike Wheeler (Endo Platform Head)
+ Melanie Markovic (GASP Rep)
« Paula Smellie (Business Manager)
« Jenny Katsoulakos (Executive Assist)
An up-to-date list of all committees is available on our website.

Best wishes.

Graham

HONOURS & AWARDS

Congratulations to all of the following trainees and faculty members on their
accomplishments that were recognized at the Physiology Holiday Luncheon held on
December 13, 2017:

Douglas Tweed Undergraduate Large Class Teaching Award
James Eubanks Undergraduate Small Class Teaching Award
Carin Wittnich Innovative Course Design Award and Excellence in Teaching Performance


http://www.physiology.utoronto.ca/department-organization-committees-0

Cristina Nostro Robert Goode Early Career Teaching Award
Zhong-Ping Feng Excellence in Graduate Teaching Award

Winners from the Neuroscience Platform Day held on November 8, 2017

Best Poster Presentations:

Kaitlyn Price John F MacDonald Award MSc - Barr Lab
Alexandre Guet-McCreight Best Poster Award PhD - Skinner Lab
Yangning Lu Best Poster Award PhD - Zhen Lab
Best Oral Presentations:

Mary A. Binko John F MacDonald Award MSc - Lambe Lab
Celeste Leung Best Oral Award PhD - Jia Lab

The 2017 Jack Kraicer Doctoral Award was awarded to Dr. Amish Jain (R. Jankov & P. McNamara/HSC
laboratories). This annual award recognizes excellence in scholarship during doctoral studies in the Department of
Physiology. Dr. Jain is currently a staff neonatologist and clinician scientist at the Sinai Health System and an
Assistant Professor in Paediatrics at the University of Toronto.

December 2017 - Luncheon at the Faculty Club




PHYSIOLOGY SEMINAR SERIES

~ Eligible for PSL1000H/PSL2000H Course Seminar Attendance ~

Simon Chen, PhD

Assistant Professor, Canada Research Chair in Neural Circuits and Behaviour
Faculty of Medicine

Department of Cellular and Molecular Medicine

University of Ottawa

Title: In vivo Two-Photon Imaging of Neural Ensembles During Learning in
Awake Mice

Date: Thursday, January 25, 2018

Time: 4 pm

Location: Medical Sciences Building, Room 2170
Host: Neuroscience Platform

***Eligible for the PSL1000/2000 Seminars in Physiology Course***

Department of Physiology Seminar Series

PSL THURSDAY SEMINAR SERIES

Title: In vivo Two-Photon Imaging of Neural
Ensembles During Learning in Awake Mice
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Simon Chen, PhD

Assistant Professor, Canada Research Chair in Neural Circuits
and Behaviour, Faculty of Medicine
Department of Cellular and Molecular Medicine
University of Ottawa
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Thursday, January 25, 2018
4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Medical Sciences Building, Room 2170
1 King’s College Circle
University o f Toronto

Hosted by: Neuroscience Platform

***Eligible for the 1000/2000 Seminars in Physiology Course***




MESSAGE FROM THE VICE-CHAIR, RESEARCH

Thank you to all of our departmental members who attended
and participated at our Physiology “Research Day” Retreat at
The OIld Mill in December. Attendees enjoyed the short
presentation format and the opportunity to discuss their
research with departmental colleagues. The event was such a
success we will be planning another one in the near future.
Congratulations to our presentation award winners: 1st — Mei
Zhen, 2nd -Jessie Mei Lim (Mike Seed), 3rd Place Tie - Patrick
McGowan, Bev Orser, Ren-Ke Li. Please watch for stimulus
grant announcements over the coming weeks to promote new collaborations that
were initiated by discussions at the retreat.

I look forward to working with you to make 2018 a very productive year for our
department.

Scott Heximer, PhD.



IN THE NEWS

SickKids researchers discover precise molecular mechanisms that can
influence memory

Learning and memory are crucial parts of human cognition,
yet the biological processes that govern how we learn and
store different types of memories are poorly understood.
Although a cellular process called synaptic plasticity has long
been thought to contribute to learning and memory, many of
the neural mechanisms behind synaptic plasticity have
remained unclear.

In a recently published study entitled The C-terminal tails of endogenous
GluAl and GIuA2 differentially contribute to hippocampal synaptic
plasticity and learning, researchers from The Hospital for Sick Children
(SickKids) have discovered the precise neuronal mechanisms that can regulate
synaptic plasticity to influence distinct forms of memory. We sat down with Dr.
Zhengping Jia, a Senior Scientist in the Neurosciences & Mental Health Program
at SickKids who led the study, published online in Nature Neuroscience.

Press Release

NEW FACULTY MEMBER

We are delighted to introduce you to Dr. Claudia dos Santos who joined
Physiology as a status-only member effective January 1%, 2018.

Dr. dos Santos is an Associate Professor of Medicine at the University of Toronto,
and a Scientist at the Keenan Research Centre for
Biomedical Science of St. Michael’'s. Her Clinical
appointment is that of Staff Intensivist in the Medical
~ Surgical ICU of St Michael’s Hospital. She is also a Scientist
| at the Institute of Medical Sciences, cross appointed to
. Laboratory Medicine and Pathobiology and a member of the
.~ Collaborative  Program in Genome  Biology and
Bioinformatics and the Institute for Biomedical Engineering,
Science & Technology (iBEST).

Recognized for her emerging expertise in molecular genetics and bioinformatics in
the field of acute respiratory lung injury, sepsis and stem cell therapeutics Dr. dos
Santos sees patients in the ICU, teaches residents and fellows and runs her
molecular biology laboratory. Her laboratory is funded by the Canadian Institutes of
Health Science Research, a New Investigator Award from the CIHR, and an Early
Research Award from the Ministry of Research and Innovation. She is a member of
the Canadian Critical Care Trials and Translational Biology Groups, is in the
Executive Committee of the Canadian Critical Care Forum, leading Critical Care
Meeting in Canada and The Program Committee for the Critical Care Assembly at


https://www.nature.com/articles/s41593-017-0030-z?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+neuro%2Frss%2Fcurrent+%28Nature+Neuroscience+-+Issue%29
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41593-017-0030-z?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+neuro%2Frss%2Fcurrent+%28Nature+Neuroscience+-+Issue%29
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http://www.sickkids.ca/AboutSickKids/Directory/People/J/zhengping-jia-staff-profile.html
http://www.sickkids.ca/AboutSickKids/Directory/People/J/zhengping-jia-staff-profile.html
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41593-017-0030-z?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+neuro%2Frss%2Fcurrent+%28Nature+Neuroscience+-+Issue%29
http://www.sickkids.ca/AboutSickKids/Newsroom/Past-News/2017/SickKids-researchers-discover-precise-molecular-mechanism-influence-memory.html

the American Thoracic Association. Dr. dos Santos has published several leading
papers exploiting the use of computational approaches to identify novel
mechanisms and therapeutic targets of therapy as well as identifying transcriptional
responses of the host to stem cell therapy. Her work focuses on identifying novel
therapeutics for critical illness for which currently there are no treatments.

Dr. dos Santos will be participating in the activities of the Cardiovascular and
Respiratory Research Platform. Email: DosSantosC@smh.ca

GASP NEWS

GASP held many fun social events in December!

Y

Pub night

GASP also has many fun activities planned for the month of January!

Please join us for these, and other planned activities. Details in poster below.
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Transfer 101: How-To Guide and Q&A

WHERE: MSB Seminar Roowm (3227)
WHEN: Monday, Janvary 29t 5:30 PM

Thinking of transferring to the PhP program? Find
out about the process and ask our panel of senior
PhP'students any questions you may have!

Pub Night

WHERE: Pogue Mahone (777 Bay $t)
WHEN: Thursday, Janvary 11t at 7PM

Start 2018 right!
FREE apps provided courtesy of GASP!
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Introducing:
Department of Physiology Trainee
_+Seminar Series (DoPTSS)

Haveapresentation coming up? Want to improve

your oral presentation skills? Need to practice for &

< transfer or committee meetings? GASP is starting

A" the PoPTSS providing students a place to present

their-work. Keep a look out for our list of dates,
coming soon!

Ice Skatmg
WHERE: The Bentway (250 Fort York Blvd.)
WHEN: Thursday, Janvary 18%at 7 PM

Reminder that skate rentals are $10 * |

We will be meeting at 6:30 PM in the MSB Stone
Lobby!

4

Lt A N

Off-Campus Seminars

Expand your scientifie knowledge by attending
other seminars happening at UofT! Check out
GASP’s website for the calendar of upcoming

seminars QUTSIPE of the PSL department.

Board Games Night

WHEN: Wednesday, Janvary 24t at 6:30 PM

' Stay tuned, details to come!

{

http://sites.utoronto.ca/aasp/ pages/ seminars.hiwil

Off-Campus Coffee Break

WHERE: Lunenfeld-Tenenbaum Research Inst.
(6t Floor)
WHEN: Wednesday, Janvary 17th from 2-3 PM
Free Timbits and coffee!

GASP Coffee Break
WHERE: MSB Lunchroom
Once a month, GASP coffee break is moving to

Thursday before seminars. Join us THIS THURSPAY,
Jan. 11t 3 PM in the MSB lunchroom

GASP Has Instagram!

Check out GASP’s Instagram!
@uoft_gasp




We want to hear about the great things happening in
Physiology.

Please share your accomplishments, awards...
Send news items to the Chair’s Office
c/o e.katsoulakos@utoronto.ca



