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    MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 
 

This will be the last issue of PhysioLINK of the term.  We’ve had a brilliant 

year with many outstanding achievements, one of them being Dr. 
Michelle French receiving the 2017 President’s Teaching Award.  Keep 
reading for all the exciting details.   

 
On Wednesday May 31st, a Research Summit was held in Toronto to   

discuss strategies for promoting Canada's Fundamental Science Review or 
the "Naylor Report" on future funding of research in Canada.  
http://www.sciencereview.ca/eic/site/059.nsf/eng/home 

 
One outcome was to encourage all scientists in Canada, senior to trainee, to write 

personalized letters to their local Members of Parliament. The following website contains 
useful information on how to effectively approach the subject with MPs 
(http://www.acechr.ca/summerofsciencecan.html).   We need to speak with a unified voice - 

the Naylor Report should be implemented as policy by the Canadian government immediately 
and in its entirety.  Please do not let this once in a lifetime opportunity to restore Canada's 

research funding of fundamental, investigator-driven research to pre-2007 levels slip by.  
#supportthereport 
 

    I wish you all a great summer.  We will of course continue to keep you updated on important 

matters over the summer months. PhysioLINK will return in September.  

Best wishes. 

Graham L. Collingridge, FRS, FMedSci, FRSB, FBPhS 
Ernest B. and Leonard B. Smith Chair  

Department of Physiology 

http://www.sciencereview.ca/eic/site/059.nsf/eng/home
http://www.acechr.ca/summerofsciencecan.html


PRESIDENTS TEACHING AWARD RECIPIENTS 2017 
 

Many congratulations to Dr. Michelle French one of two recipients 
of the President’s Teaching Award 2017.  The University-wide 

President's Teaching Award recognizes sustained excellence in 
teaching, research in teaching, and the integration of teaching and 
research. Click on link for more details. 
 

 

SPECIAL PHYSIOLOGY TEACHING SEMINAR  
 
Seminar title:  “The songlines between scientific and social silos: A 
nomadic approach to teaching, learning and research” 

  
Speaker:   Associate Professor Robyn Slattery 

Department of Immunology 
Monash University 
Melbourne, Australia   

 
 Date:  Friday June 9th 

 
Location: Physiology Seminar Room; MS3227 
 

Time: 12 to 1 pm 
  

Host: Michelle French 
 

  

http://www.provost.utoronto.ca/awards/presidentaward/MichelleFrench.htm


PHYSIOLOGY SEMINAR SERIES  
~ Eligible for PSL1000H/PSL2000H Course Seminar Attendance ~ 

 

  



LEARN-TO-RUN PROGRAM FOR UNDERGRADUATE 

PHYSIOLOGY STUDENTS 
 

Recognizing the benefits of exercise in enhancing learning, the ability to cope with 
stress and general well-being, along with helping to build a sense of community, 

Michelle French formed a partnership with MoveU (Faculty of Kinesiology and 
Physical Education) to promote physical activity for students enrolled in Human 
Physiology II (PSL301). Students were encouraged to join a formal 10-week learn-

to-run program and/or participate in weekly community runs with Michelle at the 
Athletic Centre. 

 

 
https://kpe.utoronto.ca/faculty-news/u-t-prof-partners-kpe-host-learn-run-program-

lifelong-learning-success 

 
The program culminated with participation in the MEC Toronto 5K Race in April 
2017. Michelle plans to run the program next year and would be happy to discuss 

the initiative with Faculty members who would like to introduce physical activity 
into their courses. 

  

https://kpe.utoronto.ca/faculty-news/u-t-prof-partners-kpe-host-learn-run-program-lifelong-learning-success
https://kpe.utoronto.ca/faculty-news/u-t-prof-partners-kpe-host-learn-run-program-lifelong-learning-success


NEW FACULTY MEMBER 
 
We are delighted to announce that Dr. Kim Connelly has been appointed as a 

status-only faculty member at the rank of Associate Professor, beginning on July 

1st.  Biosketch follows: 

 

 
 
Dr. Kim Connelly is a Cardiologist and Clinician Scientist who is both nationally 

recognized as an expert in human and rodent echocardiography, cardiovascular MRI 
and the impact of diabetes upon cardiac function. His work has been recognized by 

winning the “Young Investigator of the Year Award” in 2012 by the Canadian 
Cardiovascular Society an Early Researcher Award in 2014 and a CIHR New 
Investigator award in 2014. In 2015 he was awarded the S.C. Verma Young 

Investigator Award, Heart and Stroke Foundation of Canada/ Richard Lewar 
Centre of Excellence, Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 

 
Dr. Connelly runs a basic research laboratory at the Keenan Research Centre at St. 

Michael’s Hospital where he focuses upon basic mechanisms of disease – primarily 
around the role of pathological extracellular matrix accumulation and the pro-
sclerotic cytokine transforming growth factor beta, with a focus upon translating 

discoveries into therapies in humans. He is the Director of the Krembil Stem Cell 
Facility at St. Michael’s Hospital and uses stem cell based therapies to improve 

cardiac and renal dysfunction as a result of diabetes. He is the Chair of macro 
vascular complications at the Canadian Diabetes Association and is PI on a number 
of clinical trials involving Novel diabetes drugs and stem cell therapies. He has just 

taken over as President of Can SCMR.  He collaborates extensively not only locally 
in Toronto but also nationally and internationally – with research support from the 

HSF of Canada, CIHR and CFI and the Ministry of Ontario.  
  



NEWS FROM GASP  
 

 



 

 

ANNUAL TORONTO BRAIN BEE COMPETITION 
 

The Toronto Brain Bee Committee is proud to announce that the 2017 first place 
winner Prerana Keerthi (The Woodlands Secondary School) has won the 10th 
Annual CIHR Canadian National Brain Bee competition which took place at McMaster 

University in Hamilton on Saturday, May 27th 2017.  Prerana will represent Canada 
at the 2017 World Brain Bee Championship at Washington DC between August 3-6. 

Congratulations Prerana! 
 

 
Prerana Keerthi (left) Nancy Dong (right) 



 
The annual Toronto Brain Bee was held at the UofT Medical Sciences Building on 

March 31, 2017 where 109 high school students from 34 high schools participated 
in this knowledge-based competition. 33 UofT student volunteers and 8 faculty 

members contributed to the preparation and organization of this successful event. 
Special thanks go to Nancy Dong (PhD student, Physiology; CPIN Graduate Exec) 
for leading the UofT student volunteers, as well as for helping Prerana in her 

preparations for the National Brain Bee competition. Other volunteer graduate 
students from Physiology included Alexandre Guet-McCreight, Kirusanthy 

Kaneshwaran, Shahin Khodaei, Feiya Li, Moushumi Nath, Vladislav Sekulic, 
Vivian Szeto, Ekaterina Turlova and Raymond Wong. 
 

  

 

  
 

 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

We want to hear about the great things happening in Physiology. 
 

Please share your accomplishments, awards... 
Send news items to the Chair’s Office  
c/o e.katsoulakos@utoronto.ca 

 

 


